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twenty-four-hour beat' in the Press on his discovery of
the production of gold from mercury. For thousands of
years, alchemists had occupied themselves with that problem;
about fourteen years later I had the opportunity in London
of looking through hundreds of pages of manuscript written
by the great Sir Isaac Newton personally, in which he
describes his experiments in an attempt to discover the
philosopher's stone, with the help of which mercury would
be turned into gold. But apparently it was left to Professor
Miethe to bring this secret to the light of day. With the
help of his assistant, Dr H. Stammreich, he had evolved a
method of smashing the mercury atom, whereupon it split
into helium and gold. The importance of the discovery was
scientific rather than practical, since the * noble metal' was
produced in such small quantities that the spiritual equilib-
rium of humanity would scarcely have been upset nor the
number of despicable actions arising out of greed increased
above normal. The only exception was a banker by the
name of Nicholas R., to whom I disclosed the discovery,
and who was transported into a sort of ecstatic convulsion
at the thought that he might be able to earn still more gold
with still less 'effort. He urged me to introduce him to the
scientist; but I was not keen, particularly as I had no very
high opinion of Mr R, He had a glass eye, which was dis-
tinguishable from his own eye by reason of the fact that
from time to time it seemed to give forth a glimmer of pity
and humanity. I never heard whether (or not) he managed
to establish contact with Professor Miethe.
The latter was soon attacked by his colleagues, who
maintained that they had been unable to repeat the experi-
ment, and that probably the gold had been obtained through
the use of inadvertently soiled instruments in the laboratory,
Miethe died a while later and I never heard how the dispute
ended. One thing is certain, and that is that his good faith
was never for one moment doubted, not even by his rivals.
I was also in contact in Berlin with another interesting